THE GOOD, THE BAD,
AND THE JOB TALK

BEN ANSELL



GREAT SLIDES
L OUSY SLIDES
BESPOKE SLIDES



GOOD
PRESENTATIONS

CLEAR, SHARP, EASY TO FOLLOW



FELEMENTS OF A GOOD
PRESENTATION

1. Clear and Memorable Structure

2. Visual Use of Data

3. Aesthetic Pleasure



The “Ugly” Table
General Principles

Putting the Principles into Practice

Substance, not Statistics
Uncertainty
Graphs, Not Tables

Ideological Distance from Senator Kennedy (D-Mass.)

Ginsburg
Breyer
Kennedy
Souter
Thomas
Roberts
Rehnquist
Scalia

0891
2375
3465
3912
6187
6613
7802
8551

Ginsburg
Breyer
Kennedy
Souter
Thomas
Roberts
Rehnquist

Scalia

Epstein, Martin & Schneider
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Communicating Results




Empirical baseline: Sweden 2002
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Beber, Scacco What the Numbers Say
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Beber, Scacco What the Numbers Say



Romania Political Networks

Romanian PM Nastase, Central Bank Governor |sarescu, and
Minister of Defense Pascu in Pyongyang at Communist Youth
International (1989)
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Ties By Director?
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STATE SECTOR ?

Ties By Knowing?
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BAD PRESENTATIONS

BUSY, VAGUE, INCOMPREHENSIBLE



ELEMENTS OF A BAD PRESENTATION

1. Too much color / visual chaos
2. Too much text / too small fonts
3. Nested hierarchies of bullets

4. Vague overall message



RUMSFELD

Achieving Representation
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GETTYSBURG
ADDRESS

Review of Key Objectives
& Critical Success Factors

m What makes nation unique

— Conceived in Liberty
— Men are equal

m Shared vision
— New birth of freedom
— Gov't of/for/by the people

11/19/1863




THE MASTER
HIMSELF

The Microsoft “Live” Platfc

Mlcrosoft based Devices




What does this have to do with political science?

- The analysis of housing is not a core part of political economy. Typically
examined by urban economics and geography.

* Yet, In many cases citizens are purchasing properties that are valued at
between five and ten times their annual income. The only asset that matters
to many people.

* As income growth stagnates, asset valuations have rocketed. Thus, ‘paper
Incomes’ are closely tied to asset valuation.

- Many people treat stock ownership / housing as a ‘nest egg’ for retirement or
against unemployment. How does asset ownership affect valuation of risk?

 Politics of macroeconomics. Do dependent and independent central banks
differ? Can partisan business cycles emerge? What do left-wing and right-
wing parties want?



Some Preliminary Comparative Statics

« Higher expected asset inflation will lead to a demand for lower rates of pension
provision by asset owners.

- Higher expected asset inflation will lead to a demand for lower rates of unemployment
iInsurance by all citizens if asset and price inflation are strongly positively correlated.

+ Right-wing parties will prefer higher asset inflation all else equal - and will do so more
strongly the less the correlation between price and asset inflation.

- Left-wing parties will prefer lower asset inflation unless price and asset inflation are
strongly correlated.

- Independent central bankers will lead to lower asset inflation provided they are not
right-wing partisans and provided price and asset inflation are strongly correlated.



What are the implications of PR

More parties . parties in Dutch parfiament 1946- . \‘:‘
Easier for new parties to get elected
Coalition gov't are likely

ANAAAA

Elections do not necessarily produce clear
winners — the formation process can be as
important as the election

Electorate selects parties not people

May privilege broad based parties over
those with concentrated support (e.g. class
based parties over regionally based parties)

May be easier for women and minorities to
get elected

But.... candidate selection and ranking on

the list can be controversial MEDIAN VOTER

Some argue it is fairer, others claim it
reduces link between the voter and the MP
and produces instability

‘..
5 | A B
1%3

diversity, less stability, less power for a
single part
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TAILORED
PRESENTATIONS

CHOOSING THE RIGHT SLIDES FOR THE OCCASION



DIFFERENT
VENUES...

...Require Ditterent Presentations

1. Giving a Job Talk

2. Giving a Conference Presentation

3. leaching a Lecture



GENERAL ADVICE

Always have backup plans.
Save in pdf. unless animation is a must.

You will always break the length rules.



JOB TALKS

Aim for 35-40 minutes. Use 30 slides.
ALWAYS put argument at front and end.

Prepare slides for Q&A to have as back
Up.




CONFERENCES

Prepare for ten minutes. You'll use 15.

ess need for repetition.

Be prepared tfor overhead projectors.



TEACHING

My strateqgy Is to prepare a large amount
of slides to stretch over four lectures.

Audio-visual more important.

Don't let students rely on getting slides.



JOB TALK: 40 MINS, 30 SLIDES
CONFERENCE: 15 MINS, 10-15
SLIDES



